
 

Richmond Municipal Building Committee meeting 

March 23, 2021  5:30 pm (on Zoom) 
 

Attendees: Pat Callahan, Kathryn Wilson, Roger Manzolini, Brad Havill, Dick Stover, Peter Cohen, Gloria Morse, 

Stephanie Beling, Kristin Smith, Melissa Roller 

 

Guests: Mare Levine, Meaghan Tuttle (P3), Katherine Keenum, Curtis Edgin (C&B), Danielle Fillio, Bob Gniadek, Dan 

Pallota 

 

Minutes from the Feb 25th meeting: Approved 

 

March 20th presentation went very well, maybe our best, but there were few attendees.  

 

Should the project be called a Community Center? We don’t want to confuse folks about the size of it with comparisons 

to GB’s Community Center, but we should be sure to mention the features that make it “senior center” capable. 

 

Our next presentation will be on Saturday April 17 at 10:00 am.  We need to be sure that signs are put out advertising it 

at the town hall and library in the days before 4/17. 

 

We need to make sure to get out the message that we will be VOTING on this on May 19th.  Some voters think that this 

is a “done deal” and don’t understand that the vote is important. 

 

Meaghan will make a change to the last slide of the presentation to include that May 19th is the ANNUAL TOWN 

MEETING. 

 

Dan Pallota has suggested that other projects he is currently working on have found that materials costs are up from 

last year.  We may need to increase the contingency budget from the $300K now imbedded because the bond vote in 

May is for the maximum that we may borrow, authorizing up to a certain amount.  We can always borrow less than was 

approved at the town meeting.  Bob Gniadek will check on borrowing amounts and will consult with the bond 

representative to see what this would mean for yearly incremental tax rate change.  The Finance Committee will be clear 

about how much to ask to borrow by the next presentation (4/17) and certainly by the deadline for the wording of the 

warrant article for the 5/19 meeting. 

 

May 1st (Site Visit) preparations (will not coincide with Town Clean-up Day on 4/8):  

• Signage will be put up at library, town hall, and if possible, at building site to tell people about “NEW Richmond 

Community Building SITE VISIT on May 1st at 10-12” 

• Curtis will mark the corners of the building and patio and maybe mark the rough location of the parking and 

curb cut.  

• Signage will be put up to show people to park at RCS lot and path and building area grass will be mowed by DPW 

(Danielle to arrange that) and downed tree branch will be cleaned up too. 

• Danielle will check into getting a sign to put out a few weeks before and Dan Pallota will put it in place at the 

curb cut area (something like this:) 

NEW Community Center 

Site Visit here 

May 1st 10 am - 12 pm 

park at RCS 

• We will need a stack of the flyers to hand out at the event and have the posters there for people to see. 



 
We should write Letters to the Editor (Berkshire Eagle) praising the plan, but committee members can not say “vote yes” 

specifically, but can point out that the borrowing can only be approved with 2/3 vote at May 19th meeting.  Space out 

our letters over the next few weeks so they don’t all go in on the same day/week. 

Pat will ask Clarence Fanto (Berkshire Eagle) to put in an article about 5/1 site visit and 5/19 vote.  Also will ask him if 

Ruth Bass’s article can be republished in the coming weeks. 

Town meeting will require a 2/3 vote of a “quorum” to approve the borrowing amount.  Board of Selectmen will have to 

vote to put the warrant on the Annual Town Meeting agenda.   “Debt exclusion” to be voted by simple majority at town 

election on a paper ballot at Saturday May 22.   

Community nurse (Emilie Jarrett) asked through Peter Cohen if there would be storage space for her in the new building, 

specifically a lockable file cabinet for her records.  Answer: Yes, her locked medical records file cabinet could go either in 

an office in the town hall space (Community Health area, extra “common office”) or in the basement area. 

Meeting guest Mare Levine (new owner of Richmond Phone) pointed out that libraries and community centers increase 

property values in a town, especially to those properties nearby.  She urged the committee to make the presentation 

information as “visual” as possible because she felt that is more persuasive than lots to read.  She would like to support 

this project and will look into including this project information and voting/meeting dates on the invoices to her 

Richmond Phone customers. 

Pat will look into a written answer to the question “Is there a Plan B”.   

We reviewed an article for the Richmond Record for its next issue to get out the word about the last presentation on 

Zoom on April 17th and the “Site Visit” on May 1st.  Pat will modify the article to use the wording “Community Center”, 

“Site Visit” and “Annual Town Meeting”. 

 

Meeting adjourned: 6:45 pm 

 

NEXT MEETING: Thursday, April 8, 2021 at 5:30 pm (on Zoom) 

 

Minutes submitted by K. Wilson 

 

 

 


